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and principles such as emancipation and freedom. With over 23,000 casualties, the battle of Antietam was the bloodiest one-day battle in American history. When the guns finally fell silent on the campaign and the Confederate army crossed back into Virginia, General Robert E. Lee's first major invasion into the North was over. Although a tactical draw on the field, with Lee's army retreating, Abraham Lincoln saw an opportunity to change the course of the war. The preliminary Emancipation Proclamation had been on Lincoln's desk since July. Now that the long hot summer of Union defeats had given way to an autumn with Union success, Lincoln signed the Proclamation just three days after Lee's army splashed back across the Potomac River. Because of early efforts to save the battlefields of the Maryland Campaign, the historic terrain provides soldiers an exceptional opportunity to study the battles on the actual ground where the critical events occurred. This paper will provide an overview of the campaign; describe the preservation efforts that took place to make the battlefields available as open-air classrooms; examine the military's use of the historic landscape; and make recommendations for future Staff Rides.
THE FALL OF 1862
The summer of 1862 witnessed a series of Confederate successes and an incredible change of fortunes led by General Robert E. Lee. When Lee took command of the Army of Northern Virginia on 1 June after the wounding of General Joseph E. Johnston, the Union Army of the Potomac, led by General George McClellan, was knocking on the door to Richmond.
FIGURE 1 -MAP OF EASTERN THEATER OF WAR IN 1862
The Union commander brought his enormous army down the Chesapeake Bay from Washington and attacked toward Richmond on the peninsula between the York and James Rivers. To deflect some of the pressure on Richmond, Major General Thomas J. "Stonewall" Jackson, hero of First Manassas, was sent to the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia. In the valley, Jackson and his men threatened the Northern capital and using rapid marches, maneuver, deception and hard fighting, fought six battles while defeating three Union commands. 
EARLY PRESERVATION EFFORTS
The earliest preservation efforts on the battlefield were a direct result of the carnage of 17
September. Approximately 4,000 soldiers were killed, and in the days that followed, many more died of wounds or disease. The importance of the issue involved in the contest of which this great battle was a part cannot be overestimated. The existence of the government itself, and the perpetuity of our institutions depended upon the result…Can it be that the government is without power to preserve the land, and properly mark out the various sites upon which this struggle took place? Can it not erect the monuments provided for by these acts of Congress, or even take possession of the field of battle, in the name and for the benefit of all the citizens of the county, for the present and for the future? Such a use seems necessary not only a public use, but one so closely connected with the welfare of the republic itself as to be within the powers granted Congress by the constitution for the purpose of protecting and preserving the whole country.
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This controversy, and the resulting decision, established the principle that the preservation of nationally important historic sites is a legitimate purpose of the Government of the United
States. The Executive, Legislative and Judicial branches of our Federal system were now all in line concerning the preservation and expansion of the battlefield parks.
It is important to note that the legislation to create the first national military park, Chickamauga and Chattanooga, stated that the purpose of the park is "preserving and suitably marking for historical and professional military study the fields of some of the most remarkable maneuvers and most brilliant fighting in the war of the rebellion." 31 When the Civil War battlefields were being acquired and marked, it was considered "highly desirable to study, document, map, and mark every troop position in unmistakable detail on the ground itself." 32 If done correctly and accurately, the battlefields would serve the needs of professional soldiers and historians to whom it was "vital to study the strategy and tactics of the great campaigns and battles in detail on the ground." 33 • Manufacture and installation of 408 cast iron tablets that define and explain the movements of both armies. This project was expanded to include the entire Maryland Campaign with tablets at Harpers Ferry, South Mountain, Cramptons Gap and Shepherdstown.
• Construction of five miles of tour roads that connected to the existing public roads. Major Davis explained that these roads "make the entire field accessible and, at the same time, enable the principal lines of battle to be so marked as to convey a clear idea of the several phases of the engagement." 39 Included in this new road network was an improvement of the road from the Sharpsburg railway station to the National Cemetery.
• Completion of the sixty-foot high limestone masonry observation tower. Located at the corner of the Sunken Road the tower provides an excellent view of the center of the battlefield and includes bronze plaques inscribed with directions and distances to key sites.
• Monuments were installed to mark the death or mortal wounding of six general officers, three from each army. Each monument consists of a 12-pound bronze cannon barrel mounted muzzle down in a block of stone.
• Eight artillery pieces were mounted on carriages of cast-iron and were placed at key artillery positions.
• Creation of battlefield troop movement maps that were eventually published by the U.S.
Army Chief of Engineers in 1904. Researched by Ezra Carman and drawn by engineer Colonel E. B. Cope, the fourteen battlefield maps have proven to be one of the most valuable resources every created by the Battlefield Board and they are still used extensively by the current Battlefield staff. 
EARLY CAMPAIGN STAFF RIDES
Unlike professionals in other fields, the professional soldier cannot in reality routinely practice his craft, nor would he want to. However, the military leader must always be fully …a notable change is one initiated by the Secretary of War, which supplements the instruction the first class receives in the operations of war by permitting it to visit one of the great battlefields of the Civil War. In April 1902, the first class, after a previous study of the Gettysburg campaign, spent two days in practical study on that battlefield, with much resulting good…. The practice of supplementing the theoretical and historical study of the art of war by a practical study of its principles on one of our famous battlefields is of such incalculable importance in the training of our young officers that I trust it is permanently incorporated in the Military Academy's curriculum. Lejeune recalled how the battlefield lessons were "of immense value to us professionally," and Major General Hunter Liggett who was the President of the College in 1910 stated that "no officer who took these staff rides failed to appreciate their immense advantages…"
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One early training method used by the War College at Antietam was to divide the class into two groups, and using generic names to focus the discussion on principles rather than However, bad news for the long term was also included when the act further stated, "Not more than 600 acres of land" shall be acquired. A staff ride consists of systematic preliminary study of a selected campaign, an extensive visit to the actual sites associated with that campaign and an opportunity to integrate the lessons derived from each. It envisions maximum student involvement before arrival at the site to guarantee thought, analysis, and discussion. A staff ride thus links a historical event, systematic preliminary study, and actual terrain to produce battle analysis in three dimensions. It consists of three distinct phases: preliminary study, field study, and integration. 70 There are numerous topics or themes that are fundamental to a successful staff ride. The following are some primary battlefield themes in no particular order. The order and emphasis of these themes are dependent on the nature of the group:
• The gap between battle plans an execution. There are always opportunities on a battlefield to illustrate the fog and friction of war. Battles are dynamic, interactive tests of will that rarely go as planned. Antietam provides numerous opportunities to illustrate this from Lee's campaign plan to the movement of the Union Second Corps.
• Leadership. This should be discussed at all levels at every opportunity to show how a leader's actions contribute to the outcome of battles and campaigns. The lack of leadership should also be closely examined such as Dixon Miles's decision making at Harpers Ferry. For senior leaders, looking into the mind of the army commander at the campaign level, described as generalship, can be particularly effective.
• Initiative and courage. This can be illustrated on the individual and unit level. Staff ride participants should examine how these factors were, or were not, central to achieving a favorable outcome.
• The role of training and discipline. The ability of units to withstand the challenges of combat is timeless. The artillery drill is an excellent example that can be done at many of • The principles of war. For some officers the nine principles of war are just a memorized list in a book. Historic battlefields are replete with examples to validate the principles and make them real. This could, and should be the central theme of any battlefield staff ride.
McClellan's inability to utilize mass in his attacks and Lee's use of maneuver and unity of command are obvious examples of training opportunities at Antietam.
• The human dimension of war. A soldier's physical and emotional reactions to the demands of combat are also a timeless aspect of war that all members of the military should try to understand and appreciate. Historians can find and use a wealth of primary source materials such as letters, diaries and reports.
• Terrain. The impact of terrain on the planning and execution of military campaigns and battles is a keystone to spending time, resources and efforts on visiting battlefields.
"Stonewall" Jackson's use of the heights surrounding Harpers Ferry to effect its capture, and Lee's defensive use of Antietam Creek are just two of many examples in the Maryland Campaign.
• Combined arms. Historic campaigns provide an opportunity for case studies in combined arms or single arms and the relationship between weapons, tactics and doctrine. The staff ride leader must be familiar with historic weapons characteristics such as ranges, weight, accuracy, and rate of fire. Many current military specialties such as artillery, signal corps and medical aspects lend themselves to a concentration on this theme.
• how standing on Bolivar Heights you can see how "difficult to defend and equally difficult to attack is readily apparent in ways that are not obvious on two-dimensional maps" and that it was important to "combine the historical with the physical -the ground speaks to those who have the ability to hear what it is telling them."
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There were also a variety of thoughts on the most important lessons to be learned specifically from a study of the Maryland Campaign. However, most agreed that because of the distances, it was an excellent opportunity to study an entire campaign and that Antietam in particular presented exceptional opportunities to discuss the human dimension of war. Other specific lessons mentioned were how leadership, or the lack of it, made the difference; how military force can achieve strategic affects; opportunity to examine the interaction of military means with political ends; the importance of commander's intent; interior lines; the contrasting use of cavalry; the role of intelligence; and of course, terrain and its impact on the battle. It is interesting to note that when asked if they used the Staff Ride training method of students role playing battlefield commanders, all eleven respondents said that they did not like this format because of the difficulties in managing the timing. In addition, many agreed that a battlefield Staff Ride is a great opportunity to build unit morale and it provides participants a chance to connect with their military, and the nations heritage. WORD COUNT 10, 830 
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